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education of the people has long been complete ; say
rather that it was complete when the people first set
foot upon the soil. In New England no tradition
exists of a distinction of ranks ; no portion of the"
community is tempted to oppress the remainder ; and
the abuses which may injure isolated individuals are
forgotten in the general contentment which prevails.
If the government is defective (and it would no doubt
be easy to point out its deficiencies), the fact that it
really emanates from those it governs, and that it acts,
either ill or well, casts the protecting spell of a parental
pride over its faults. No term of comparison disturbs
the satisfaction of the citizen : England formerly
governed the mass of the colonies, but the people was
always sovereign in the township where its rule is not
only an ancient but a primitive state.
The native of New England is attached to his
township because it is independent and free : his
co-operation in its affairs insures his attachment to its
interest ; the well-being it affords him secures his1"
affection ; and its welfare is the aim of his ambition
and of his future exertions : he takes a part in every
occurrence in the place ; he practises the art of
government in the small sphere within his reach ; he
accustoms himself to those forms which can alone
insure the steady progress of liberty ; he imbibes then-
spirit ; he acquires a taste for order, comprehends
the union or the balance of powers, and collects clear
practical notions on the nature of his duties and the
extent of his rights. . . .
I have described the townships and the adminis-
tration ; it now remains for me to speak of the State
and the Government. This is ground I may pass over
rapidly, without fear of being misunderstood ; for all
I have to say is to be found in written forms of the
various constitutions, which are easily to be procured,